Fluconazole: Pfizer asked to lower Africa price.
Pfizer, Inc.'s fluconazole costs almost 15 times as much in South Africa, where it is patent protected, than in Thailand where it is generic. The result is that many Africans die of cryptococcal meningitis and other fungal infections because they cannot obtain the patented drug at Pfizer's price. In South Africa, a coalition of major organizations has asked Pfizer to either reduce the price to the Thailand level, or voluntarily license the patent to that the treatment could be made available.